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mho airfield tas north of Kharkov (36°15! 2/50°Q? it), Ukrai- 
nisn 342, sone lou ucters enst of the resd to Belgorod 
(36°35t =/50°S5' I). wvenoliticns- were frequently observed 

at the ®icld in 1946. «almost :-11 hangers were still destroyed 
in 1947. 


Phuore vos day cnd night flying with civilian snd siilitery 
sirer:ft. the civilian planes were oY pouslas type with 

two radisl engines tnd single rudder assembly. The militery 
sirer ft were single-engine fishters ond tyin-ensine planes 
with in~Line enzine ond double rudder assembly. 


Poka ;ilovo (36 19° E/ 49°55! “T) was about eight km southwest 
cf -ravkov, east of a rond «nad © single-track reilrocd line 
to the southwest. The mein rond east of the railroad line 
tad a new branch rord lesding to the airfield. The field could 
not bo abserved. 


there vas Intensive flying with fishter tyves thic. were 
known from the war. 


phe sirficld was south of Khurkov, avont 1,5¢0 meters north 
of a river. A net. asphalt rosa lesadin, from ih. .rkov to the 
south ran nlons; the western edie of the sirficld. The fiold 
had three about lL: km concrete strips. 

Yhe vollowin. last-.21:tions wore nsvailable: 

Qo. €8 the northern edes Dhree hanwers and tvo Hensars under 
construction und .. padio station 


b. C4 the vestorn edges: Teo c.ntonucnt builcines with the 


flivht control stction, a club housc, a trsnsformer station 
and try. rotautin: searchlijhts vor nizht flying. 


ce, “ost oF the reads wzicht afficcrst buildings, a pilot 
school buildin and an underground vucl storage dunp. 


e nirficld wes occupicd by about 156 four-engine aircraft, 
resunably of Ua make, 20 Me-109S, 1¢@ enargo gliders :nd 

20 gates. The planes were lost counted on Soviet 

Air Force Day in June 1948. 


the sirficld, about 2: kn scuare, was lo km south of the tovm 
centor of khh-rkov, southenst oi the Zhikhor suburb (see 

\nnex ly. A new by=prss ro.d ron north of the field. The 
airticlé wes on slisatly elevated terrain and had three 
conerete GOenetcr-vide runweys laid out in a double=-? form. 
tone o: the runvagys was longer than two km, The field srea 

wes susrounded by nendows and pasture Innu. 4 Pailroad spur 
track wos west cf the vield. There were airernft revetments 
covered with enuceurlsi:e nets. They presunuably were construc= 
¢ axstin. the Gero “up: tior 

ted Sees Che veroonm occup: tion. 25X14 
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the rollowin: installations were available: 
a. iro hangars, each for sbout eicht Douglas plenss 
be a Tepoir hangor, about 25x75 meters 


ce A large administration buildings {(komusndatura) which 
wos widcr reconstruction. 


mhere were boundary, obstacle and boacon lights. A bD¥ set 
hag o2st ov cho cirfield «nd . rsdio beacon south or the 
sete bOr aa .& Suns were emplaced west of the Yield, 


pue wirtield was occupica bys 
a. oS to 46 Wok rTighters 
b. 40 to 5¢ tirin-envine vouglas transports. 


the wilitery cirficld north of shurkov, east of an ar« 
tery rod, wristweka frou north te south, tarec solid han- 
serps wore on the northern eée of the field, shree solid 
multiple-story stoue buildings on the southwestern edge. 


The airfield wes occupied br 100 to 12d sincle-enrine 
airerert, similar to the Ju-87, and sone tuin-engine sir~ 
eraft. There was intensive flying, mostly with individual 
planes. 


A barreeks erec, built _up with wooden ecantonment and stone 
oudldines, was bout 1: km southwest of the airfield. (bout 
Go soldiers wearing flying suits merched from the srea to 


the cirfield every day. 


the civilian girfield was cboutone km south of Kharkov, just 
east of the roud to Pokatilovs. 1t wes airricult to opserve 
the ficld ss its surface wos esbout 10 meters higher than 
the road. The stone buildin:s seen on the westcrn ade of 
the ficlé were destroyod. « DF gabin with tio rodho musts 
wes in the southvestern coruer of the field. where vere 
night Lishtin: facilitics. 


individuecl tineencsine ulrersft ticde intcracdirte Jandin3s 
at the vield every dey. 
The girlicla, .bout 23 ku lon, wis five to six Ka Southvest of 
Enon cov, near ati Lithia onst oc the tharkov-Pokatilov o- 
Movers 156°? 3/49°987 vy hishay. I+ was surrounceu oy 
Ad beh a + a : at s or : a % 7 
Level cad gaudy terrain with indivicus] broom bushes (see 
smnex 2). There were boundsey Lights. 
whe <ollowin: dast:1ll.tions were avoil:- ble; 


a. “tour four-story barracks, each etout $0x80 meters, serving 
aS EM iuerters, cn the vestern edo of the cvproach poad,. 


be a Lourestory 3oxB0-neter officers! buildin:, west ov the 
main rod 
25X1 
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phe wirficla was 2ecupicd by 80 to 1CG sireraft os the 
follovin:. typos 


oe. Ssiuglesonsjine fighters vith in-line en:ine 

b. ™ineonvine cireraft, siiilsr to the He-ll1 

c. Seven to nine jot edrernit sizes June 1g¢e but very soldon 
Sccwke 


Flying was done mostly in for::.tions. Ut» to 80 aircraft 
vere sccn over the ficld st the sane time. Yorty oirer ft 
were once noticed taking oif wit.in three or four minutes. Six 
Plenes often took off simultancously. There was regulor 
nicht flying. In the samaer of 1948 group toke-offs 

were observed at night. Individual jet aircraft made 45= 
ninute flights. Their speed was very grent but did not 
reich sonic speed. The jet sircrsft once flew in formation 
on the ocension of a govict holidey in the full of 1948, 


|comments 


a. Mis is the first evolusble post-war invorsction on 
the sirvields necr Kiarkov. whe strteneats probably refer 
to the airfields nerth snd south of sherkov. fhe Vicld ale 
legedly southvest of tho tovn, which wre mentioned severa 
tines, is probcbly the southern field. 


pic pin=point loestioa of both cirficlas is Jmovwn Pron 
previous information. 


b. The airfield north ov iharkov obviously is an impr oved 
airport. it vus probobly occupied by 2 pilot school (train= 
in’ on combat alvrersit) in late 1948, the lest yeriod of 
obsucrvnition. 


C. Theo airfield south ov Kharkov is also an improved sir- 
port which is provided with solid hangers, cuarters, night 
Lichtin, Tracilitics and probably turce Punveys. it is ob» 
viously boin.: used as boti a commercial and military cir- 
ficld and spparently is occupied by e Lighter unit which 
is also bein:; treined in night fighting. 


che airfield is new assuned to be occupied by 2a modern 
aquipped fighter unit (jet planes}. 


S annexes: i Leyout sketch of sirfield south of Kharkov 


(2 Airfield Nerth of Fharkov 
(3) Location gkevch of .irfield South of. 
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